
Akido Labs Medical Necessity Supplementation Criteria

Retinal Specialist

1.  MCG Criteria Used

Clinical Criteria: MCG Care Guidelines, 30th Edition

• Vitrectomy (MCG ORG: S-1190 ISC, 30th Edition)
• Retinal Detachment Repair (MCG ORG: S-1030 ISC, 30th Edition)

Applicable CPT / HCPCS Codes:

CPT / HCPCS Code Description

67036 Vitrectomy, mechanical, pars plana approach

67039-67043 Vitrectomy with focal endolaser photocoagulation, epiretinal 
membrane removal, or internal limiting membrane peeling

67101, 67105 Repair of retinal detachment by cryotherapy or photocoagulation, 
and by scleral buckling or vitrectomy

67107, 67108 Repair of retinal detachment by scleral buckling and by vitrectomy 
with associated procedures

67110 Repair of retinal detachment by injection of pneumatic retinopexy

67113 Repair of complex retinal detachment with vitrectomy and 
membrane peeling

2.  Statement of Rationale

Akido Labs uses the criteria in MCG Care Guidelines (30th Edition) to supplement the general 
Medicare criteria regarding vitreoretinal surgery, including pars plana vitrectomy and repair of 
retinal  detachment,  where  Medicare  coverage  criteria  are  not  fully  established  or  require 
additional  clinical  specificity.  MCG criteria  are  used to  ensure  consistency  in  reviewing the 
conditions to be met for coverage of vitreoretinal procedures and to determine when such services 
are medically necessary,  including the appropriate level  of  care.  Vitreoretinal  surgery in the 
Medicare Advantage population addresses sight-threatening conditions where timing is often 
critical to visual outcome, while the procedures themselves are predominantly ambulatory and 
carry risks including endophthalmitis, elevated intraocular pressure, cataract progression, and 
recurrent detachment. Absent consistent, evidence-based criteria, there is material risk of both 
inappropriate denial of medically necessary sight-preserving surgery and inappropriate approval 
of inpatient admission where ambulatory surgery is the standard.

Potential Clinical Harms:

Retinal  Detachment  Repair: Inappropriate  denial  or  delay  of  retinal  detachment  repair, 
particularly for a macula-on detachment threatening the central vision, could allow progression to 
macular involvement and permanent, irreversible vision loss, since the visual prognosis depends 
heavily  on  prompt  repair  before  the  macula  detaches.  Inappropriate  approval  of  inpatient 
admission for a routine detachment repair that is standardly performed as ambulatory surgery 
exposes the patient to unnecessary hospitalization.
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Vitrectomy: Inappropriate  denial  of  vitrectomy  for  conditions  such  as  nonclearing  vitreous 
hemorrhage,  tractional  retinal  detachment,  macular  hole,  or  endophthalmitis  could  permit 
progressive  and  potentially  irreversible  vision  loss.  Inappropriate  approval  of  vitrectomy  for 
indications that do not meet criteria exposes the patient to the procedural risks of intraocular 
surgery without offsetting benefit.

Clinical Benefits:

Retinal Detachment Repair: MCG criteria define the indications for retinal detachment repair and 
prioritize timely intervention, recognizing the urgency of macula-threatening detachment, and 
establish ambulatory surgery as the expected setting with defined criteria for when inpatient care 
is needed. By supporting prompt repair when criteria are met, these criteria directly mitigate the 
harm of permanent vision loss from delayed treatment identified above, while the ambulatory-
setting default prevents unnecessary hospitalization.

Vitrectomy: MCG  criteria  reserve  vitrectomy  for  defined  vitreoretinal  indications  including 
nonclearing  vitreous  hemorrhage,  tractional  retinal  detachment,  macular  hole,  epiretinal 
membrane, and endophthalmitis, ensuring the procedure is directed at conditions where surgical 
benefit  is  established.  This  evidence-based  selection  directly  counters  both  the  harm  of 
progressive vision loss in patients who meet criteria and the harm of unnecessary intraocular 
surgery in those who do not. The clinical benefits of using MCG Care Guidelines are highly likely 
to outweigh any clinical harms, including delayed or decreased access to services, because the 
criteria incorporate indication thresholds drawn from ophthalmology specialty society guidance 
and are unlikely to lead to inappropriate denials.

3.  Explanation of Supplementation

Basis  for  Use: Original  Medicare  clinical  criteria  are  not  fully  established  and  require 
supplementation to ensure consistent medical  necessity and level-of-care determinations for 
vitreoretinal surgery. While Medicare statutes establish the general 'reasonable and necessary' 
standard, they do not specify the clinical indications and thresholds (e.g., which vitreoretinal 
conditions warrant vitrectomy, or the urgency and setting criteria for retinal detachment repair) 
required to distinguish indicated from nonindicated procedures and to determine the appropriate 
level of care.

Applicable Medicare References: Social Security Act Section 1862(a)(1): 'Reasonable and 
necessary'  standard Medicare Benefit  Policy Manual,  Chapter 6:  Hospital  Services Covered 
Under  Part  B (CMS IOM Publication 100-02)  Medicare Benefit  Policy  Manual,  Chapter  15: 
Covered Medical and Other Health Services (CMS IOM Publication 100-02) Medicare Program 
Integrity  Manual,  Chapter  6,  Section  6.5  (CMS  IOM  Publication  100-08)  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations: 42 CFR 416.65 (ambulatory surgical center covered services); 42 CFR 419.22; 42 
CFR  422.101  Medicare  Coverage  Database:  https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-
database/search.aspx For vitreoretinal procedures, no specific NCD or LCD fully establishes 
clinical  indication  thresholds;  Original  Medicare  criteria  are  not  fully  established,  requiring 
supplementation. Within the above statutes and regulations, MCG criteria assist in determining 
the appropriateness of vitrectomy based on defined vitreoretinal indications; the appropriateness 
and urgency of retinal detachment repair; and the appropriate level of care, recognizing that these 
procedures  are  predominantly  ambulatory.  Use  of  these  criteria  helps  ensure  vitreoretinal 
procedures are not incorrectly denied when medically appropriate, nor incorrectly approved when 
not reasonable and necessary, and may decrease inappropriate denials by creating a consistent 
set of evidence-based review criteria.
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4.  Summary of Clinical Evidence

*Note: The following evidence summary is derived directly from MCG Care Guidelines, 30th 
Edition (guidelines S-895 and S-810). The reference lists below are drawn from those respective 
MCG guidelines.*

Background

Vitrectomy (MCG ORG: S-1190 ISC) Vitrectomy is the surgical removal of the vitreous gel, most 
commonly by a pars plana approach,  performed to treat  a  range of  vitreoretinal  conditions 
including nonclearing vitreous hemorrhage, tractional retinal detachment, macular hole, epiretinal 
membrane,  retained  lens  material,  and  endophthalmitis.  It  is  predominantly  an  ambulatory 
procedure; inpatient stay may be needed only when justified by specific clinical circumstances or 
comorbidities.

Retinal  Detachment  Repair  (MCG ORG:  S-1030  ISC) Retinal  detachment  repair  restores 
apposition of the detached retina by methods including pneumatic retinopexy, scleral buckling, 
and vitrectomy, often combined with cryotherapy or laser photocoagulation. The urgency of repair 
depends on whether the macula is attached, since macula-on detachments threatening central 
vision warrant prompt intervention to preserve visual outcome. Repair is predominantly performed 
in an ambulatory setting.

Evidence Summary

Vitrectomy (MCG ORG: S-1190 ISC) This guideline (30th Edition) is supported by peer-reviewed 
articles and ophthalmology specialty society guidance establishing the indications for vitrectomy 
across vitreoretinal conditions and the predominantly ambulatory nature of the procedure.

Retinal Detachment Repair (MCG ORG: S-1030 ISC) This guideline (30th Edition) is supported 
by peer-reviewed articles and ophthalmology specialty  society  guidance,  including preferred 
practice pattern guidance, establishing the indications and methods for retinal detachment repair 
and the relationship between timing of repair and visual prognosis.

Rationale (from MCG) Use of these MCG care guidelines helps the clinician identify patient-
specific clinical factors that establish the medical necessity and appropriate setting of vitreoretinal 
surgery. The evidence-based clinical criteria ensure patients receive timely and appropriate sight-
preserving care, reduce unnecessary risks and hospitalization, and provide a standard that can 
reduce disparities in care. These guidelines supplement but do not replace, modify, or supersede 
existing Medicare regulations or applicable NCDs or LCDs.

Related  CMS  Coverage  Guidance  (as  cited  in  MCG  30th  Edition): Code  of  Federal 
Regulations (CFR): 42 CFR 416.65; 42 CFR 419.22; 42 CFR 422.101; CMS IOM Publication 100-
02, Medicare Benefit Policy Manual, Chapters 6 and 15; CMS IOM Publication 100-08, Medicare 
Program  Integrity  Manual,  Chapter  6,  Section  6.5;  Medicare  Coverage  Database: 
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/search.aspx
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